Kids for Christ 


Teach the true meaning of 


Christmas 


with this 


Suggestions for the Teacher 


* While these lessons and coloring sheets are designed to be used in consecutive order 
to teach the theme of *Happy Birthday, Jesus," they could also be picked up at a 
moment's notice and used for any need! 


e Send home the memory verse tickets at the beginning of the unit for the kids to 
memorize. At the end of the unit, have them recite it for a prize! 

e For the foldable booklet on page 10-11. Print it out as is and put in the copier this way. 
Run it front to back. Trim at the dotted lines. Fold it over, and you have a book. 


e Note about p. 15: If your students are a tad older and able to write, print out a gift box 
for each child. Have them write on the present what they would love to give Jesus: 
love, worship, time, etc. For another idea, consider having a wrapped box in your 
room for them to put their presents in! Students who can't write yet could draw their 
gift to Jesus. 


e Note about p. 16: This is an alternative activity to the one on page 15. Cut wrapping 
paper squares to cover the space. Provide bows, too. Students follow the directions, 
then add the wrapping paper and bow. 


e Hang the large memory verse poster in your classroom. 


e Read a Nativity story picture book, and let students complete the Christmas tree Bible 
verse craftivity included on page 21 as a 4! week lesson. Decorate the room like a 
birthday party and use the party supplies included here. 


e Use the included child-friendly versions of the stories to teach. 


e You could run the stories on the back of the coloring sheets to send home, or run the 
large memory verse page with the letter to the parents on the backs to send home. 


e Use the questions to review in class and/or send home with parents. 
e Party Supplies: cupcake toppers, posters, banner, party invite 
e Video Links: 


— Lesson #1: “Away in a Manger" Cedarmont Kids @ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4Jcl_ax20E 


— Lesson #2: “We Three Kings” Cedarmont Kids 2 


https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=vI9S5Pecsco 
— Lesson #3:The Nativity Story told by children 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?vzdFLbyl79jo 
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Dear Parents/Guardians: Please help your child prepare and review the material 
this month. Also, help him/her practice the monthly memory verse at the bottom of 
the page. At the end of the month, if he/she can say the memory verse, we have 


Lesson 1: Jesus is the Best Gift 

Key Verse: For unto us a child is born, unto us a 
son is given. 

-Isaiah 9:6a 


Lesson 2: What gifts do we have to give Jesus on 
his birthday? 

Key Verse: James 1:17 Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above. 


Lesson 3: What gift can we give others? 

Key Verse: *You will shine among them like stars 
in the sky as you hold firmly to the message that 
gives life." 

— Philippians 2: 15b-16a 


Review and recap 

Nativity Story and Christmas Craft 
**Say your 
memory verse 
day!** 


“Every good and perfect gift is from 
above.” James 1:17a 


December Monthly Memory Verse Tickets 


December Memory Verse: 
Every good and perfect gift is from above. 
James 1:17a 


Åe 


December Memory Verse: 
Every good and perfect gift is from above. 
James 1:17a 


Å « 


December Memory Verse: 
Every good and perfect gift is from above. 
James 1:17a 


Åe 


December Memory Verse: 
Every good and perfect gift is from above. 
James 1:17a 


Å « 


December Memory Verse: 
Every good and perfect gift is from above. 
James 1:17a 


Y 


December Memory Verse: 
Every good and perfect gift is from above. 
James 1:17a 
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Lesson 1: Jesus is the Best Gift 
Key Verse: For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given. 

-Isaiah 9:6a 


Intro script: We all love to get gifts on Christmas, right? Today we 
are going to hear a story, the nativity story, which tells us about a 
special gift — the best gift ever. 


There was once a king who made a law that all men and women 
living in his land would have to pay taxes. In this land lived a man 
and a woman named Mary and Joseph, so they had to make a trip to 
Bethlehem town to pay their taxes. This journey would be 
especially hard for Mary because she was about to have a baby. 
After Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem, Mary had the beautiful 
baby boy. Because the town was so crowded, the innkeeper told 
Mary and Joseph that there was no room for them in the inn. Mary 
and Joseph actually had to stay in a stable where the animals sleep 
instead of at the inn. Mary wrapped the baby in swaddling clothes 
and laid Him in a manger. This baby boy wasn't just any baby; this 
was the Son of God. Mary had been chosen by God to deliver His 
own Son. Mary named the baby Jesus, and He was to become the 
Savior of the world. The best gift of all had been sent from heaven 
to earth that night ... Baby Jesus... a King.... a Savoir. 


Closing script — Mary and Joseph were excited about the gift that 
was given to earth on that first Christmas night. Kids, today we 
have that same gift. The gift of eternal life through Jesus. This is the 
story of Jesus s birthday... that was the best gift ever!! Jesus is the 
best gift ever! Happy birthday, Jesus! 


Luke 2: 1-7 


Lesson 1: Jesus is the Best Gift 
Key Verse: For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given. 

-Isaiah 9:6a 
What law did the king make? That all men and women 

would have to pay taxes in their hometown. 


2) Where did Mary and Joseph have to go to pay taxes? 
Bethlehem 


3) Why was the journey going to be hard for Mary? She was about to have a 
baby. 


4) Why couldn't Mary and Joseph stay in the inn? It was 
full. The innkeeper didn't have room. 
5) Where did Mary and Joseph have to stay? In the stable. 


6) What is a stable? A place where the animals stay, like a 


barn. 

7) What was Mary's baby's name? Jesus 

8) Where did Baby Jesus sleep? In a manger 

9) What is a manger? A place where hay is kept for animals 
to eat. 

10) What was special about Baby Jesus? He is the best ei 


He 1s our Savior. 


Jesus is the Best Gift 


*For unto us 


a child is born, unto us a son is given." 


-Isaiah 9:6a 
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Lesson 2: What gifts do we have to 


give Jesus on his birthday? 


Key Verse: James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above. 


Intro script: Who can remember what was the greatest gift? Review the verse 
"For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given. Isaiah 9:6a" We read the 
nativity story last week and we said Happy Birthday, Jesus! Jesus is the best gift 
on His own birthday. But.. since its His birthday... do you think there is anything 
we can give Him? Today we will see what Mary, the shepherds, the angels, and 
the wise men gave him. 


The night baby Jesus was born was a very special night. Baby Jesus had several 
visitors and many celebrated his birth bringing special gifts -some were even the 
kinds of gifts you cannot buy. First, the angels visited and shared praise and 
worship saying, “Glory to God in the highest. Peace on Earth. Goodwill toward 
men!" Once Jesus was born, many people began to learn of his birth. The 
shepherds, who were watching their fields that night, heard the angels' song and 
came to the stable in Bethlehem to see the miracle of heaven on earth. The 
shepherds immediately went out and told the good news, and then returned to 
worship and praise the King. They gave time to go out and tell, and they gave 
praise and worship. Mary also gave a special gift to baby Jesus. The night Jesus 
was born, Mary gave love and put Him in her heart forever. Sometime after Jesus 
was born, he was visited by several kings. These men, called wise men, had heard 
of Jesus's birth and made a long trip to see him. With them, they brought some 
very expensive gifts: .... frankincense and myrrh and gold. Gold is a precious 
metal. Frankincense is perfume, and myrrh is anointing oil. While these were 
actual gifts that the wise men gave Jesus, they also had a special meaning: gold 
reminds us He is king; frankincense is a symbol of His role as our holy leader; 
myrrh lets us know He would one day die on the cross. Each of the people gave 
precious gifts to Jesus. 


losing Script: Now Jesus is in heaven and he wants something more from us — 
mething we give from the heart! So we don t need a shopping list to buy Jesus 
ts for His birthday. The best thing we can give Jesus is love and worship and 
him in our hearts forever. And He wants us to tell others about it. That would 
he best birthday gift Jesus could ever want! 
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Lesson 2: What gifts do we have to 


give Jesus on his birthday? 
Key Verse: James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above. 


1) Who visited Jesus first on the night He was born? The 
angels. 

2) What did the angels bring? Praise and worship 

3) What did the angels say? Glory to God in the highest 

4) The shepherds came next. What did they bring as gift 
to Jesus? They went out and told everyone about His 
birth. Then they came to praise Him. 

5) Even His mother Mary gave Him a special gift. What 
did she do? Mary put Jesus in her heart forever. She 
would always love Him. 

6) Who came later? The wise men 

What did they bring? Gold, frankincense and myrrh 

Did everyone give Jesus something He could touch? 

No 

What can we give Jesus today? Love, praise, worship, 


and we can tell others about Him. 
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Giving to Jesus 


y Write or draw on the present what you would love to give Jesus: love, *, 
orship, time, etc. 


AVIS um i 


A Name: 
١ Giving to Jesus 
^ Write or draw in the box what you would love to give Jesus: love, 


worship, time, etc. Then, we will add wrapping paper and a bow. 


Lesson 3: What gift can we give others? 
Key Verse: *You will shine among them like stars in the sky as you 
hold firmly to the message that gives life." 

— Philippians 2: 15b-16a 


Intro script: Ask "How many people like to look at the Christmas lights on 
people s houses or on their Christmas tree? Does anybody have lights on 
their house or tree? What do you guys have on the top of your tree? " Wait 
for an answer of a star.... Then begin the lesson below. 


| 

| 

| 

l 

i 

| We’ve talked about how Jesus was the best gift, and we talked about giving 

gifts to Jesus, but what about gifts for others?...... The star played a really 

| important role in the Nativity story. The wise men followed the star in the 

East to visit Jesus and bring him gifts. It was their guide. The Bible says, 

| “The star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and 

1 stood over where the young child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
with exceeding great joy." The star was really important then because it let 

| people know about Jesus, and it is really important now on our trees and in 

| our homes on Christmas because it stands for the light that Jesus is to the 
world. Everyday Christians (people who know Jesus in their hearts) should 

| shine like the star — a light into the world to tell others about Jesus. Once 
you accept Jesus into your heart on the day He knocks, Jesus will fill your 

| heart with a beautiful light from within. While it's not a real light, it is a 

| light of happiness, love, and joy that only Jesus can give. The best gift we 
can give others on Jesus’s birthday is the gift of love - we are to be the star 

| shining to a dark world so that others may know Him as their Savior. 

i 

| 

i 

| 

1 


Now we are going to watch a video clip of a special song — “This Little 
Light of Mine." 


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2fttiMMpXc4 


Closing Script: As we let our light shine before men, they will see Jesus a 
glorify Him. So the gift we can give the world is to let them know about 
Jesus — that Jesus loves them. And as they ask Jesus into their heart, the 
too become shining stars for Jesus — telling the world of His love. 


"nm 


Lesson 3: What gift can we give others? 
Key Verse: *You will shine among them like stars in the sky as you 
hold firmly to the message that gives life." 

— Philippians 2: 15b-16a 


1) What did God put in the sky above the place where 
Jesus was born? A star 

2) What did the star do? It guided people to Jesus. 

3) Why do we put a star on our Christmas trees in our 
homes? To remind us the reason for the season and to 
let others know that Jesus is our guide — that we love 
Him. 

4) When we let Jesus in our hearts, what does He put 
there? His light 

5) Is it a real light? No — it is His love 

6) Can others see it? They can see His love through our 
actions and kindness 

7) What does Jesus want us to give others on His 


birthday? LOVE and tell others about Him 
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Light to the World 


ne among them like stars in the sky as you hold 
firmly to the message that gives life.” 
— Philippians 2: 15b-16a 
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Christmas Tree Craft 


Directions: Color the following pieces of the Christmas tree and have students draw on their 
own special ornaments with various shapes. Or provide them with small stickers to use as 
ornaments. Then, cut them out. Finally, glue the tree down onto colored construction paper. 
Be sure to glue down the verse, too! 


Happy Birthday, Jesus! We celebrate your life and love! 


“T will bring good tidings of great joy which shall be to all 
people." — Luke 2:10 
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Gift Tags 


Just as Rudolph's nose lights th 
way for Santa's sleigh so does 
the light of Jesus who came into 
the earth that special Christmas 
Day. 

^ Enjoy Rudolph's spare 
hoses as you remember how 


much Jesus's love lights the 
way this season. 


Just as Rudolph's nose lights th 
way for Santa's sleigh so does 
the light of Jesus who came into 
the earth that special Christmas 
Day. 

^ Enjoy Rudolph's spare 
hoses as you remember how 


much Jesus's love lights the 
way this season. 


Just as Rudolph's nose lights the: 


way for Santa's sleigh so does 
the light of Jesus who came into 
the earth that special Christmas 
Day. 
~ Enjoy Rudolph's spare 
noses as you remember how 


much Jesus's love lights the 
way this season. 


Just as Rudolph's nose lights th 
way for Santa's sleigh so does 
the light of Jesus who came into 
the earth that special Christmas 
Day. 

^ Enjoy Rudolph's spare 
noses as you remember how 


much Jesus's love lights the 
way this season. 


way for Santa's sleigh so does 
the light of Jesus who came into 
the earth that special Christmas 
Day. 
^ Enjoy Rudolph's spare 
hoses as you remember how 


much Jesus's love lights the 
way this season. 


Just as Rudolph's nose lights the 
way for Santa's sleigh so does 
the light of Jesus who came into 
the earth that special Christmas 
Day. 


~ Enjoy Rudolph's spare 
hoses as you remember how 
much Jesus's love lights the 
way this season. 

From: 
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Date/Time: 


Hosted by: 
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Date/Time: 


Hosted by:__ 
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Follow for Bright Ideas 


Terms of Use 


Dm M. „ee قو‎ a = Created by Julie Faulkner, 2014-updated 
2019 
H >a Please, one classroom use only. Additional 
2 i Py RT 2 ره‎ licenses are sold at checkout. This license is 
D; GROÚ N a, \ GROUP: b nontransferable. 

©) ا‎ Yearbook and zd - Not eligible for online environments unless 
E a : i password protected. Posting openly online is 
prohibited. 
This work is my original work, and taking 
portions of it to create something else for 
resale is prohibited. 


High School English 


e 
Teaching Middle and | LA 


Art and Image Credits 


Credits: Teacher resource force Investing Talent 
Teacher's Toolkit Whimsy Clips DS Art 
Innovative teacher Julie Faulkner 

Chirp graphics Pink Cat Studio 
Creative clips Krista Walden 


About Me 


Thank You 


I taught English and journalism for 20 years. I have experience at the middle school, high 
school, and college level. Rural and suburban. Regular, honors, and inclusion. I am also 
active in my church working with children and youth of all ages. I have worked as a 
CCSS ELA training specialist. I have a M.A. in English and an Ed.S. in Instructional 
Leadership. I’ve been a Common Core Coach for the state of TN, and have presented at 
numerous conferences, workshops, and trainings on various best teaching practices. 
Additionally, I have several articles published in national teaching journals. To me, 
teaching is about leading students to see, make, and appreciate real-world connections. 

4 i The world around them is full of opportunity, and I want them to notice that and seize it. I 
; ulie want them not to just swallow information, but rather truly dissect and digest it to make 

、 ] CREATING CLASSR informed decisions and choices. My teaching style and resources are engaging, student- 
© SUCCESS. STORIE centered, collaborative, hands-on, critical-thinking inducing, fun, innovative, and 
Ooogovgo? standards-driven. 


